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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P^s 1.21 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



^ , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 



1-14 



pages 
pages 



a , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



„, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



1/10-10/10 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



_ , filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 



„, filed with the letter of 



m9 filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

„ , filed with the demand 



2 ' a^^r^tS-^ - «* Authority to fte ^ to which 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for me purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

wSfSf ^ ° f *" tranSl3ti0n fumished for me P ur P° ses of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 " P*«^^ * «» ™— application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. y oisciosure m the 

JeVfuSel ^ ittf0mati0n rcCOnled m com P uter readable fo ™ is anneal to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

5 - n bZlX^ZrTnf" 1 38 ? (S0 T. °? ^ 3,11611(111161118 had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

# ^ P ^7ofTZ^rJl^Z iS ' ,ed '°! he reCe T S °f Ce in res P onse to m invitati °» ^der Article 14 are referred to 
Wld 70.17) ongmally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (idle 70.16 

"Any.replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-4 206 470 (WHITE WILLIAM J) 3 June 1980 
(1980-06-03) 

2. The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(3) since the subject 
matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive 
step. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 
disclosure of document Dl (see figure 2 and the 
corresponding text; see column 2, line 55 to column 
6, line 21) only in that the electrode common to all 
of the sensing elements (see, in figures 1 and 2, 
elements 18, 124, 118 and 218; column 3, lines 56- 
58; column 4, lines 11-13 and 22-29; column 6, lines 
18-21) includes conductive walls that fill trenches. 
However, this is merely an obvious alternative for a 
person skilled in the art seeking to enhance the 
electrical contact (in fact, the larger the contact 
surface is, the better the electrical contact will 
be) . 



3. Dependent claims 2 to 14 do not contain any 
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additional features which, combined with the subject 
matter of any one of the claims on which they are 
dependent, might involve an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)), since these additional technical 
features are either well known from Dl (see figure 2 
and the corresponding text) or obvious alternatives 
for a person skilled in the art. 



4. Contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , 
the relevant prior art disclosed in document Dl has 
not been indicated in the description, nor has this 
document been cited. 



5 . Independent claim 1 has not been drafted in two 

parts, as required by PCT Rule 6.3(b), yet such a 
drafting would appear to be appropriate in this 
particular case, with a preamble containing the 
combination of features known from the prior art 
(document Dl) (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (i) ) , and a 
characterising part containing the remaining 
features (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (ii)). 
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